The United States’ Early Diplomatic Recognition
of the Independent Kingdom of Hawai’i

In 1810 King Kamehameha | unified the Hawaiian islands under his rule and established the Kingdom of Hawai'i. He
ruled the unified Kingdom until his death in 1819,

in 1826 Kamehameha's son, Kamehameha lli, entered into the treaty displayed below with the United States for the
purposes of securing friendship, trade and commerce between the two nations. The United States and the Kingdom of
Hawai'i would enter into four subsequent treaties in 1842, 1849, 1875 and 1884 for the purposes of trade and commerce.
The Kingdom of Hawal'i also entered an extensive range of treaties with other states during the 19" century, including

Britain, France, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Japan, Portugal, italy, the Netherlands, Russia, Samoa,
Switzerland, Spain, Sweden and Norway.

The treaty displayed below demonstrates the United States’ early formal diplomatic recognition of the independence and
sovereignty of the Kingdom of Hawai'i.
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Anrticres of arrangement mnde and concluded at
Oaht, hetween Tromas ar Carespy Jowes, appoint~
ed by the United States, of the one part, and Kavi-
xesovey, King of the Sandwich islands and his

-Guardians, on the other part,

ARTICLE I
The peace and friendship subasisting between the
United States ang their Majesties, the Queen Re-
gent and Kavilteaouli, King ofthe Sandwich Islands,
and their subjects and people, are hereby confirmed
and declared to be perpetual. ' S T
ARTICLE 1L .
The ships and vessels of the United States (as
well as their Consuls and all other oitizens,). within
the territorial urisdiction of the Sandwich Islands,
topether with all their property, shall be inviolably
protected against all enemies of the United States

in time of war. )
ARTICLE IIL
The contracting parties, being desirous to avail
themselves of the bounties of Divine Providence,
hy promoting the commercial intercourse and fiiend-
ship subsisting between the respective nations; for
the better security of these desirable objects, their
Majesties bind themselves to receive into their ports -
and harbours all ships and vessels of the United
States, and to protect to the uitermost of their capa-
city, all such ships and vessels, their cargoes, offi-
cers and crews, so long as they shall behave them-
selves peacefully, and net inlringe the established
aws of the land; the citizens of the United States

»

being permitiod to trade freely with the people of |

the Sandwich Islands.
TICLE 1V. .

Their Mujesties do further agree to extend the
fullest protection within their control to all ships and
vessels of the United States, which may be wreck-
ed on their shores, and to render every assistance
in their power -to save the wreck and her apparel
and carge; and as a reward for the mssistance and
protection which the people of the Sandwich Islends
shallwe{ford to all such distressed vessels of the [Tai-
ted States, they shall be entitled to a salvage or a
portion of the property so saved; but such salvage

shall in no case exceed one tifrd of the value saved, -

which valuation is to be fized by a commission of
disinterested persons, who shall be chosen equally

by the parties,
ARTICLE V..

Citizens of the United States whether rosident or
transient, engaged in commerce or trading to the
Sandwich Islands, shall be inviolably protected in
their lawfil pursuits; and shail be allowed to sue for
and recover by judgement, all claims against the
subjects of hia Majesty, the King, according to strict
principles of equity and the acknowledged practice
of civilized nations.

_ ARTICLE VL ‘

Their Majestios do further agree, and bind them=~
selves, to discountenznce and use all practicable

means to prevent desertion from all American ships

which visit the Sandwich lslands; and to that end, it
shall be made the duty of all governors, magistrates,
chiefs of districts and all others in authority, to ap-
prehend all deserters, and deliver them over to the
master of the vessel lrom which they have deserted;
and for the apprehension.of every such deserter,

‘who shall be delivered over as aforesaid, the master,

owner ot agent shall pay te the person or persons
apprehending such deserter, the sum of six dollars,
it taken on the side of the island near which the

vessel is anchored; but if taken on the opposite side-.

of the istand, the sum shall be twelve dollars; and

if taken on any other island, the reward shall be .
twenty-four dollars, and shall be a just cherge a-" - -

gainst the wages of every such desester,
ARTICLE VIIL
No tonnage dues or impost shall be exacted of any
citizen of the United States, which i3 not paid by the
citizens or subjects of the nation most favoured in
commerce with the Sandwich Islands; and the citi-
zens or subjects of the Sandwich Islands shallbe al-

lowed to trade with the United States and her Ter-

ritories, upon principles of equal advantage with the *

most favoured nation,
Done in Council at Honolulu, Island of Osahu,
this 23 day of December, in the year of our
Y.ord 1826,

THOS. AP CATESBY JONES.
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hoit a o ko Amerika poe moku mai a
me ko laila Kanikele, & me ko ﬁila kanaka ta
keia pae aina a me ko lakow'waiwai, & i hiki i ka
wa kea, © pau ia mau mea.i ka malama pono ia
e ko Hawait nei i ko Awmerika enemi & pau loa.
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Eia hou neia, ¢ makemake ana keia mau poe a

loan mai ia Inkou ‘ka vaiwai a ke Akua i haawi
mai-ai, i ka hooltuai ptanaa me ke alvha pu ana
o na ainz o ke poe-nana keia olelo, no laila hoi no
ka paa pono ana o keia mau mea mahalo, & ag mai
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mau kanaka e nole no lakou ka waiwai na lakou
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A o ko Amerika poe kanaka ¢ kiiai apa ma ko
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Ein hou neia; ke olelo io nei ke alii nui lava o
kona kahuke olelo, i paa ai laba i ke hooikaika
aku laua e pau i da mehoks ana mai o na kana-
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Eia hou neia; nole oi eku ka uku mai no ke awa
o ko Amerika; poe kanaka i ko ka-aina punahels
kanaka, e kugri ana .ma ke Hawaii pae aine, nole

kii hou iz aku ka uku nui ae 0 ko Amerika kanoka,

A e kuai no’ko Hawaii nei pos kanaka me ko
Amerika, e like ka oihana a me ka pono ¢ pono ai -
ko ka aina punahele loa i ke kuai pu ana mai me.
ko Hawnii nei pao aina. W

Ue hoopaaie i ka ahaolelo ma Honolulu, i ka

aina Oahu nei, i keia'la 23 o Detemsaba, i ka
makahiki o ko kakou Haku 1826,
ELISABETA KAAHUMANTU,
KARAIMOKU,
. BOKI,
HOAPILY,
LIDIA NAMAHANA,
CTNO8, AP CATESBY JONES.

‘mai neimai ka United 5" .
‘Hawnaii nei pae aina




